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    About This Work

    Augustine of Hippo (354–430 AD) stands as one of the most formidable and influential thinkers in Western history. As bishop of Hippo Regius in Roman North Africa, he was a prolific writer, a powerful preacher, and a central architect of Christian theology during a period of profound transformation for both the Roman Empire and the early Church. His intellectual journey, from classical rhetoric to Christian philosophy, produced a body of work that would shape medieval thought, inspire the Reformation, and continue to provoke philosophical and theological inquiry to the present day. This volume offers access to a curated selection of his lesser-known but highly significant shorter works.

    This collection, drawn from Volume 12 of the *Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum*, presents a diverse array of Augustine’s writings. It opens with the *Speculum*, a unique "mirror" of Scripture that catalogues ethical precepts from the Bible. The *Liber de divinis scripturis* (Book on Divine Scripture) addresses principles of biblical interpretation and the challenges of obscure passages. The volume also includes historical and biographical works: the *Chronica*, a chronicle of world history, and the *Vita Sancti Martini*, a life of the famed monk-bishop Martin of Tours. A substantial collection of *Epistulae* (letters) reveals Augustine’s pastoral concerns and theological debates in correspondence, supplemented by an appendix of further letters. The *Dialogi* showcase his early philosophical explorations in the form of reasoned conversations.

    The historical and theological importance of these texts is multifaceted. The *Speculum* and *Liber de divinis scripturis* provide invaluable insight into how the early Church read, taught, and derived moral guidance from the Bible, reflecting Augustine’s deep engagement with Scripture as the foundation of faith and life. The letters are a treasure trove for understanding the daily realities of the late antique Church, addressing controversies, administrative duties, and personal spiritual counsel. The biographical and historical works illustrate how Augustine and his contemporaries understood their place within sacred and secular history. Together, these works complement his monumental treatises like *Confessions* and *The City of God* by revealing the applied, practical, and pastoral dimensions of his towering intellect.

    This translation is based on the critical edition prepared by Franciscus Weihrich for the renowned *Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum* (CSEL) in 1887. The CSEL series represents a cornerstone of modern patristic scholarship, establishing authoritative Latin texts through meticulous comparison of manuscripts. Weihrich’s edition provides the essential foundation for this English translation, allowing readers to engage with Augustine’s words with confidence in their textual integrity. Presenting these works in accessible English invites a new generation of readers to explore the breadth of Augustine’s thought beyond his most famous works, appreciating the full range of his literary and pastoral legacy.

  unknown

THE BOOK OF SAINT AURELIUS AUGUSTINE, BISHOP OF HIPPO, WHICH IS CALLED THE SPECULUM. Who does not know that in the holy scriptures, that is, the legal, prophetic, evangelical, and apostolic, endowed with canonical authority, certain things are so placed that they are only to be known and believed, as is that in the beginning God created heaven and earth and that in the beginning was the Word, and whatever divine or human deeds are narrated merely to be known: but certain things are so commanded that they be observed and done, or forbidden, lest they be done, as is: Honor thy father and thy mother, and: Thou shalt not commit adultery. Of these, however, which are written by commanding and forbidding, some are veiled in the mysteries of the sacraments, which many things were commanded to be done by that people of the Old Testament and are not now done by the Christian people, but are only required to be understood and treated, such as the Sabbath for visible rest, as the unleavened bread in bread without leaven, the Passover in the killing of lambs, as the many kinds of sacrifices and foods to be avoided and the new moons and annual solemnities, which the Jews observe even now, and those justifications, which do not properly pertain to works of justice, but are understood to signify something. For what Christian is compelled in the seventh year to restore a slave to liberty and, if he does not wish to depart, to bore through his ear with an awl to the doorpost, and other things of this kind? But other things are even now to be done, if they are commanded to be done, and not to be done, if forbidden, such as those which I have said: Honor thy father and thy mother, and: Thou shalt not commit adultery. Concerning these things, therefore, which are so placed in the sacred writings either by commanding or forbidding or permitting, that even now, that is, in the time of the New Testament, they pertain to exercising a pious life and to morals, I have undertaken to compose this work, which I have taken in hand.

1. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 3. Thou shalt not kill. 4. Thou shalt not steal. 5. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 7. The feast of unleavened bread thou shalt keep. 8. And the Passover. 9. The sacrifices that are to be offered. 10. The solemnities. 12. The firstborn. 14. His beast. 15. That woman. 16. Such things. 19. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 20. The letter. 21. By avoiding or by not forbidding sin. 22. That he might say, "I have gone astray like a sheep that is lost." 23. Pertaining to the exercise of morals. 24. By the hand. Aggressions. So that, as far as God assists me, I may gather all such things from the canonical books and, so that they may be easily inspected, bring them together into one as a mirror. For it was fitting that these things be placed by our authors in such a way as they are placed, so that precepts are mixed with narratives or disputations, the proper with the figurative and the figurative with the proper, while the order of events is preserved, or objections are answered, or those who are to be taught are instructed, or those who disdain things ready and open are in a way renewed by the discovery of hidden things. But in this work we neither lead anyone unfaithful nor build up to faith, nor do we exercise the intellect and attention of learners with certain wholesome difficulties, but we admonish him who, already believing, wishes to obey God, so that he may inspect himself here, and attend to how much he has progressed in good morals and works and how much he lacks for himself. For thus he can both give thanks for those things which he has, and strive sufficiently for those things which he does not have, that he may have them, and apply the care and prayers of faithful piety for preserving the former and obtaining the latter. Moreover, in all these things which I have decided to set forth for inspection, whatever shall seem to be contrary among themselves, are to be explained and resolved afterwards by proposed questions. Indeed, although I have considered that some punishments of evil deeds and rewards of right deeds are to be mentioned, yet who does not know that in the New Testament they are dissimilar to the old? Therefore, from the very law which was given through Moses, we shall begin the commencement of divine precepts, such as we have promised to recount.

ORDER OF CHAPTERS ON THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES, NUMBER CXLIIII.

I. Concerning the one God.

II. Concerning the distinction of persons of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

III. Concerning the Holy Ghost.

IV. Concerning the love of the Lord.

V. Concerning conversion and contempt of the world.

VI. Concerning the fear of the Lord.

VII. Concerning the good of peace and charity.

VIII. That the Lord is everywhere.

IX. That the Lord knows the secrets of the heart.

X. That judgment must be just.

XI. That good must be done to the poor and they must not be taken in pledge.

HERE BEGINS THE ORDER OF CHAPTERS ON THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES.

HERE BEGIN THE CHAPTERS OF THE BOOK "THE MIRROR" OF SAINT AUGUSTINE, BISHOP OF HIPPO.

HERE BEGIN THE CHAPTERS OF THE FIRST PART, "THE MIRROR" OF LORD AUGUSTINE.

In this volume is contained "The Mirror" of Saint Augustine, from both the Old and the New Testament.

XII. That good must be done to the widow, the orphan, and the stranger.

XIII. That the wages of a hired servant must not be kept back.

XIV. That the infirm must not be harmed.

XV. That one must not walk in deceit or hypocrisy.

XVI. That evil must not be rendered for evil.

XVII. That what a brother has offended against a brother must be forgiven.

XVIII. Concerning the avoidance of the seduction of evil men.

XIX. Concerning the honoring of priests or ministers.

XX. Concerning the honoring of parents.

XXI. Concerning the proud son.

XXII. That treasures are of no profit to the wicked.

XXIII. Concerning penance.

XXIV. Concerning alms.

XXV. That one must pray always.

XXVI. Concerning the wrath of God and the judgment to come.

XXVII. Concerning the resurrection.

XXVIII. Concerning the tribulations and proving of the just.

XXIX. That the Lord does not remain in those who have strayed from His precepts.

XXX. That the servant of God must not be overcome by the detraction of evil men.

XXXI. That one must not detract.

XXXII. Concerning correction.

XXXIII. Concerning prevaricators.

XXXIV. Concerning pride.

XXXV. Concerning meekness.

XXXVI. Concerning patience.

XXXVII. Concerning humility.

XXXVIII. Concerning the wise man.

XXXIX. Concerning the conversation of youths.

XL. That one must not commit perjury.

XLI. That one must not swear.

XLII. That one must not bear false witness.

Thou shalt not lie. XLIV. Concerning the prohibition of idolatry. XLV. Thou shalt not fornicate. XLVI. Concerning the negligence of priests. XLVII. Concerning the sanctification of priests. XLVIII. Concerning the sanctification of the people. XLIX. Concerning the avoidance of strife. L. Concerning false prophets and heretics to be avoided, or the contentions of the law. LI. Concerning continence of the mouth. LII. Drunkenness is to be fled. LIII. The malice of a woman is to be avoided. LIV. That thunder, rains, lightnings, hailstorms, frosts, snows, winds, flashes and clouds are from the Lord. LV. Thou shalt not practice augury nor divination. LVI. Concerning the making of the world and that all things were made by God out of nothing. LVII. That darkness was created by God. LVIII. Concerning casual homicide. LIX. That tithes and first-fruits of the harvest or of all things ought to be given to the Church by the precept of the law. LX. Children are to be corrected diligently. LXI. One must adhere to the conversation and company of the saints. LXII. Usuries are not to be taken. LXIII. That a merchant cannot be without a lie. LXIV. Double weights are not to be had. LXV. Vows to God are to be fulfilled immediately. LXVI. Thou shalt not laugh immoderately. LXVII. The testimony of a single witness is not to be accepted. LXVIII. The garments of a man are not to be worn by a woman, nor those of a woman by a man. LXIX. The sin of parents is not to be imputed to the children, nor that of children to the parents. LXX. Children are to be nurtured by parents in the fear of the Lord and are not to be provoked to anger. LXXI. Justice is to be sown beforehand, and afterwards its fruits are to be reaped. LXXII. Tears are to be extended for the dead. LXXIII. That no one is without sin. LXXIV. Thou shalt not steal. LXXV. Thou shalt not glory in the wisdom of the world. LXXVI. Honors are not to be ambitiously sought. LXXVII. That he who despises a man of God, despises the Lord. LXXVIII.

On obedience. LXXIX. The faint-hearted are not to be scandalized. LXXX. On the praise of virgins. LXXXI. On marital concord and the attire of women. LXXXII. On the holiness and work of widows. LXXXIII. By apostolic example, one must labor with one's hands. LXXXIV. It is not fitting to scrutinize higher things. LXXXV. On fasting. LXXXVI. That man ought to work without sloth, by the example of the ant or the bee. LXXXVII. The commandments of God are to be preached without fear of men. LXXXVIII. On the fool. LXXXIX. Anger is to be laid aside. XC. That man, made by God, is said to be of that kind or nature, whose work he shall have imitated. XCI. A word is to be answered wisely to one asking. XCII. On the faithful servant and the admonition of masters. XCIII. On the admonition of servants. XCIV. Obedience is to be given in that which is just to kings and powers of the world. XCV. The light of our journey is the law of God in the fear of the Lord. XCVI. On the death of the just. XCVII. On the death of the wicked. XCVIII. On avarice. XCIX. On spiritual sacrifice. C. That each one is judged by his own work. CI. That the Lord has left man in his own free will and does not wish anyone to perish. CII. On the guilt of transgression. CIII. That in baptism all sins are forgiven and that one must walk in newness of life. CIV. On the substance of God. CV. Spiritual arms are to be taken up against spiritual wickednesses. CVI. One must first do and then teach. CVII. Hope is not to be placed in man. CVIII. The mourning are to be consoled or the sick visited. CIX. Evil is not to be called good, nor good evil. CX. One must abstain from delights. CXI. Those placed in tribulations are to be rescued. CXII. That a vineyard is called a man, peoples or nations. CXIII. That holy men are called in the likeness of clouds. CXIV. That men bear the image of trees. CXV. There must be no murmuring. CXVI. That men are called in the likeness of stars. CXVII. That evil men are called dogs. CXVIII. That a house or temple is said to be man himself.

CXIX. That man ought to be girded with spiritual loins. CXX. That men are called mountains or fields. CXXI. That unclean spirits and vices are named mountains, hills, beasts, birds, rocks, nations, stones, thorns. CXXII. That not every saint is equal to God. CXXIII. That we are defended by the guardianship of angels. CXXIV. That man is called a wall. CXXV. That holy men are filled with spiritual food or drink. CXXVI. That water and fire are called peoples or vices. CXXVII. That he who is called to faith ought not to turn back. CXXVIII. That the devil was an angel made by God and was afterwards changed by transgression. CXXIX. Concerning the likeness of flesh. CXXX. That peoples are called waters. CXXXI. Concerning the fountains of the Lord. CXXXII. That there are waters above the heaven. CXXXIII. Concerning drunkenness and the cup of wrath. CXXXIV. That the Lord God has this name. CXXXV. That man is called the land of delights of God. CXXXVI. Concerning foxes. CXXXVII. Concerning hospitality. CXXXVIII. That men are called a harvest or fruits. CXXXIX. That a wife is not to be dismissed except for the cause of adultery. CXL. Concerning the tabernacle. CXLI. Concerning the washing of feet. CXLII. That all things are to be done to the glory or in the name of God. CXLIII. Concerning the holy life of Samuel and of Paul the Apostle. CXLIV. That the Lord is the fountain of life.
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