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    About This Work

    Augustine of Hippo (354–430 AD) stands as one of the most influential thinkers in Western history. A bishop, theologian, and philosopher, his writings fundamentally shaped the development of Christian doctrine, medieval thought, and even modern philosophy. Living through the turbulent final years of the Western Roman Empire, Augustine’s work grappled with profound questions of faith, human nature, and society, seeking to reconcile classical learning with Christian revelation. His intellectual legacy, vast and penetrating, continues to be a cornerstone of theological and philosophical discourse.

    This volume presents a selection of Augustine’s diverse writings beyond his most famous treatises. It opens with the *Chronica*, a historical chronicle situating biblical events within a broader historical framework. This is followed by the *Vita Sancti Martini*, a life of Saint Martin of Tours, showcasing Augustine’s engagement with hagiography and models of Christian virtue. The core of the collection is a substantial body of *Epistulae* (Letters), offering an unparalleled window into Augustine’s pastoral concerns, theological debates, and personal relationships. The volume also includes *Dialogi*, philosophical and theological exchanges that demonstrate his dialectical method, and concludes with an appendix of additional letters, further enriching the epistolary record.

    The historical and theological importance of these works is multifaceted. The letters are indispensable for understanding the practical application of Augustine’s theology, revealing the day-to-day challenges of church leadership, doctrinal controversies, and spiritual guidance in late antiquity. The chronicle and the life of Saint Martin illustrate how Augustine and his contemporaries interpreted history and sanctity, constructing a Christian worldview distinct from the pagan past. The dialogues preserve crucial early formulations of his ideas on topics like the soul and free will. Together, these texts complement his larger systematic works, providing the essential context—personal, pastoral, and polemical—from which his grand theories emerged.

    This translation is based on the critical edition prepared by Emanuel Hoffmann for the esteemed *Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum* (CSEL) in 1899. The CSEL series represents the gold standard of scholarly editions for Latin patristic texts, meticulously comparing manuscripts to establish the most reliable Latin version. By working from this authoritative source, this translation ensures fidelity to Augustine’s original words, allowing modern readers to engage with his thought through a text that has been carefully purified of centuries of scribal errors and alterations, presenting his diverse legacy with both clarity and scholarly rigor.
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PREFACE. Those of quicker and better understanding, for whom the previous books are more than sufficient for this matter, ought to bear with patience and equanimity my endeavor, according to my small measure and with His help cooperating, to uproot and eradicate more diligently the perverse and ancient opinions hostile to the truth of piety, which the long-standing error of the human race has fixed more deeply and tenaciously in darkened minds; and they should not consider superfluous for the sake of others what they already feel is not necessary for themselves. A matter of great importance is at hand, since the true and truly holy divinity, although necessary aids are provided by it even for this frailty which we now bear, is nevertheless to be sought and worshipped not for the transitory vapor of mortal life, but for the blessed life, which is nothing if not eternal.

PREFACE. Since it is established that the fullness of all things to be desired is happiness, which is not a goddess, but a gift of God, and therefore no god is to be worshipped by men, except Him who can make them happy (whence if that were a goddess, she alone would rightly be said to be worthy of worship): let us now consequently see, for what reason God, who can also give those goods which even the not good can possess and therefore also the not happy, willed the Roman empire to be so great and so long-lasting. For since that multitude which they worshipped did not do this by means of the false gods, we have already said many things, and where it shall seem opportune we shall speak.

PREFACE. Those of quicker and better talents, for whom the previous books are abundantly and more than sufficiently adequate to this matter, ought to bear with patience and equanimity my endeavor, according to my small measure and with His help cooperating, to uproot and extirpate more diligently the depraved and ancient opinions, hostile to the truth of piety, which the long-standing error of the human race has fixed more deeply and tenaciously in darkened minds; and they ought not to consider superfluous for the sake of others what they already feel is not necessary for themselves. A very great matter is at hand, when the true and truly holy divinity, although necessary aids are provided by it even for this frailty which we now bear, is nevertheless to be sought and worshipped, not for the transitory vapor of mortal life, but for the blessed life, which is nothing if not eternal.

PREFACE. Those of quicker and better understanding, for whom the previous books are more than sufficient for this matter, ought to bear with patience and equanimity my endeavor, according to my small measure and with His assistance cooperating, to more diligently uproot and eradicate the perverse and ancient opinions hostile to the truth of piety, which the long-standing error of the human race has implanted more deeply and tenaciously in darkened minds; and they should not consider superfluous for the sake of others what they already feel is not necessary for themselves. A matter of great importance is at hand, since the true and truly holy divinity, although from it necessary aids are provided to us even for this frailty which we now bear, is nevertheless to be sought and worshipped not on account of the fleeting vapor of mortal life, but on account of the blessed life, which is nothing unless it is eternal.
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