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    About This Work

    Evagrius, often distinguished as Evagrius of Antioch to avoid confusion with his more famous monastic namesake, was a significant ecclesiastical figure of the late fourth century. Flourishing around 370–400 AD, he served as the Bishop of Antioch following the death of Meletius. His tenure was marked by the complex theological and political landscape of the post-Nicene church, where he was a staunch supporter of the Nicene Creed and a contemporary of major figures like Jerome and Gregory of Nazianzus. Though less known today, his literary contributions provide a vital window into the pastoral concerns, historical consciousness, and apologetic debates of his era.

    This volume presents a collection of Evagrius’s most important surviving works, translated from the definitive Latin critical edition. The centerpiece is the *Altercatio Legis inter Simonem Iudaeum et Theophilum Christianum* (A Debate on the Law between Simon the Jew and Theophilus the Christian), a sophisticated apologetic dialogue defending Christian interpretations of Scripture against Jewish objections. Alongside this, the *Chronica* offers a concise world chronicle, a genre popular among early Christian historians for situating sacred history within a universal timeline. The *Vita Sancti Martini* is a Latin translation and adaptation of Sulpicius Severus’s influential biography of Martin of Tours, instrumental in spreading the ascetic ideal in the West. The volume is rounded out by a collection of *Epistulae* (letters) addressing pastoral and theological issues, the *Dialogi* on various ecclesiastical topics, and an appendix of further letters, together painting a comprehensive picture of Evagrius’s intellectual and episcopal activities.

    Collectively, these works hold considerable historical and theological importance. The *Altercatio Legis* is a precious artifact of Jewish-Christian dialogue—often polemical yet seeking scriptural common ground—in the centuries before the rise of Islam, illustrating the ongoing struggle to define Christian identity in relation to its Jewish roots. The *Chronica* reflects the early Christian endeavor to claim and reinterpret classical historiography. Perhaps most broadly influential was his *Vita Sancti Martini*, which, through his translation, helped catalyze the cult of St. Martin across the Latin-speaking world, shaping medieval hagiography and popular piety. His letters and dialogues further illuminate the practical administration of a major see and the theological controversies of the late fourth century.

    The translations in this edition are based on the authoritative 1904 volume of the *Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum* (CSEL), edited by Edvardus Bratke. The CSEL series represents the gold standard of critical editions for Latin patristic texts, providing a meticulously established Latin text drawn from the best manuscript evidence. Bratke’s edition remains the foundational scholarly resource for Evagrius’s works, and this translation aims to make the content and insights of that critical scholarship accessible to a modern English readership, faithfully rendering the texts while clarifying their historical context for today’s students and enthusiasts of early Christian literature.
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ALTERCATION OF THE LAW BETWEEN SIMON THE JEW AND THEOPHILUS THE CHRISTIAN. To the lord brother Valerius, Evagrius sends greetings. I shall relate to you a most pleasing discussion which recently took place before our eyes, which you too, when you have learned of it, will gladly receive. There was, therefore, an altercation of the law between a certain Simon, a Jew, and Theophilus, a Christian.

The Jew therefore spoke thus: "Cross-worshipper, standard-bearer, you profess to be a teacher of the Christian law. You have in me a patient listener, if only you prove the truth not by the allurements of speeches nor by arguments of words, but by the presence of the law in response to my questions. Or, if you overcome me today, make me a Christian; or, if I overcome you, I shall make you a Nazarite Jew."

Theophilus the Christian said: "Let not the hunchback boast as if he were upright."

Simon the Jew said: "Whom do you worship?"

Theophilus the Christian said: "God."

Simon the Jew said: "I contend with you concerning Christ crucified, whom you call Lord."

Theophilus the Christian said: "Indeed we say and boldly prove that he is Lord God."

Simon the Jew said: "The resounding voice of the sacred and venerable book of Deuteronomy says: 'See ye that I alone am, and there is no other God besides me.' Isaiah says: 'I am the first, and I am the last, and besides me there is no God.'"

Theophilus the Christian said: It is the most sacred utterance of Christ, which if you wish to know, you must first believe. Then indeed will you be able to understand. For Isaiah convicts you, saying: "Unless you will have believed, you shall not understand." Therefore, without doubt we know and acknowledge and worship God Almighty, invisible, immense, incomprehensible; and furthermore we confess Christ as God and the Son of God. Moreover, when He says: "I am the first, and I am the last," it signifies the two comings of Christ.

Simon the Jew said: What about that which He says: "There is no God besides me"?

Theophilus the Christian said: Christ God, the Son of God, said this concerning Himself, because He foresaw that the Antichrist would come and would declare himself to be God. Concerning him the prophet Zachariah says: "Behold I will raise up a shepherd in the land: and that which is forsaken, he shall not visit; and that which is scattered, he shall not seek; and that which is broken, he shall not heal; and that which is sound, he shall not nourish; and he shall eat the flesh of the choice ones, and break their hoofs. Their sword upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall quite wither away, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened." Therefore Christ says: "I am the first and the last, and there is no God besides me."

V 1* Simon the Jew said: Therefore do you make two gods? Theophilus the Christian said: God is one, from whom is Christ and in whom is God, just as to Abraham by the oak of Mamre three were seen, to whom meeting he saluted one, saying: Lord, if I have found favor in thy sight, I will fetch water, and wash your feet, and refresh yourselves under the tree — though three indeed were seen — from the foreknowledge of divinity, that the tree of the cross of Christ would provide a covering of refreshment to believers. For likewise the prophet says in Psalm LXXXI: God hath stood in the synagogue of gods, but in the midst he judgeth gods. Surely he speaks of Christ, who taught in your synagogues and did great miracles. Therefore in Psalm XLIV he says: Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a sceptre of uprightness. Thou hast loved justice, and hated iniquity: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. What God or of what God did he speak, O Jew? Surely God the Father of Christ His Son, for whom also the most accepted of the prophets, Jeremiah, says: This is our God, and there shall be no other accounted of in comparison of him, who found out all the way of knowledge, and gave it to Jacob his servant, and to Israel his beloved. Afterwards he was seen upon earth, and conversed with men. Likewise in Psalm XLV he says: Be still and see that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, and I will be exalted in the earth. And in Psalm LXVII: Sing ye to God, sing a psalm to his name, make a way for him who ascendeth upon the west: the Lord is his name. It would be long to pursue more examples; by these few the truth is proved. Simon the Jew said: Rightly indeed do they heap up testimonies, enjoying a united spirit, agreeing with your work. But that I wish you to explain to me, whether anywhere in a place God through Himself has established Christ as God. Then at last I shall consider believing Christ to be God and the Son of God.

Theophilus the Christian said: "Unbelieving Jew, do you now also dispute concerning the prophets? Nevertheless, receive an answer to your question. God speaks to Moses, saying: 'Behold I have appointed thee the god of Pharaoh, and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet.' Perceive that this Moses was a type of Christ, the God of unbelieving nations; how much more is Christ the God of those who believe! Just as Moses freed the people from Egypt, from the harshest servitude of Pharaoh, so also Christ freed His people from the servitude of idols and from the power of the devil."

Simon the Jew said: "If therefore Christ is God and the Son of God, how then is it written in Genesis: 'In the beginning God created heaven and earth'? He could certainly have said: 'In the beginning God the Father and God the Son created heaven and earth.'"

Theophilus the Christian said: "You err, O Jew, nor will you ever find the truth, unless you understand the origin of the truth. For if you are willing to believe, you will be able to find His beginning, who is Christ, the Son of God. For thus: 'In the beginning,' He says, 'God created heaven and earth,' that is, by the judgment of Christ and according to His will and according to whose image and likeness [we are made]."

1) In Genesis it is written: "And God said: Let us make man to our image and likeness." And again below it says: "And God created man to his own image; to the image of God he created him: male and female he created them." Simon the Jew said: He could have said this also to the angels. Theophilus the Christian said: You err, O Jew. For to which of the angels did God say: "Thou art my son, this day have I begotten thee?" And again in the psalm he says: "And I will make him my firstborn, high above the kings of the earth." Moreover, he commands the angels to adore Christ. And again in the canticle of Deuteronomy he says: "Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: and let all the angels of God adore him." Simon the Jew said: Prove to me that Christ is the prince. Theophilus the Christian said: I have already said so. Now receive another proof, if you can believe even thus. For when Jesus the son of Nave stood beyond the Jordan, he saw a man standing, and a sword sharp on both sides in his hand. Jesus said to him: Art thou one of ours or of our adversaries? But he answered: I am the prince of the host of the majesty of the Lord.

Simon the Jew said: And in this manner I wish you to explain to me how Christ is the Son of God. For all the saints also are called sons of God. Therefore, just as you proved to me that that one was a prince, prove to me now that He is the Son of God, born of God. For divinity is far removed from human couplings and is not mingled with embrace.

Theophilus the Christian said: You speak as a Jew. For Christ is God, the Son of God, the firstborn, brought forth by the Word, uttered by the mouth, shot forth from the undefiled womb. For just as God in the beginning, when He made man from the slime of the earth, breathed His breath into the same—and man was made into a living soul—so also He begot His Word, that is Christ, from the womb of His own heart, as it says in the second book of Kings: and the word of the Lord came to Nathan the prophet, saying: Go, and say to my servant David: Thou shalt not build me a house to dwell in. But when thy days shall be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will raise up thy seed after thee. He shall build a house to my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever. And I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son: and his house shall be faithful.

Likewise in the second Psalm he says: Why have the Gentiles raged, and the people devised vain things? The kings of the earth stood up, and the princes met together, against the Lord, and against his Christ. Let us break their bonds asunder: and let us cast away their yoke from us. He that dwelleth in heaven shall laugh at them: and the Lord shall deride them. Then shall he speak to them in his anger, and trouble them in his rage. But I am appointed king by him over Sion, his holy mountain, preaching his commandment. The Lord hath said to me: Thou art my son, this day have I begotten thee.

Ask of me, and I will give thee the Gentiles for thy inheritance, and the utmost parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt rule them with a rod of iron, and shalt break them in pieces like a potter's vessel. Likewise in Psalm forty-four: My heart hath uttered a good word: I speak my works to the king. And Isaiah saith: The consummation abridged shall overflow with justice: for the Lord God of hosts shall make a consumption, and an abridgment in the midst of all the land. This is the word which hath healed our wounds, of which it is said in Psalm one hundred and six: He sent his word, and healed them. Likewise in another Psalm, God beareth witness through the prophet, saying, that the heaven, of which we have spoken above, He made concerning Christ and in Christ, who is the Word of God: By the word of the Lord the heavens were established; and all the power of them by the spirit of his mouth. This is the word which hath swiftly run through the world and hath turned the souls of them that erred by the new law to the Lord, of which it is said in Psalm one hundred and forty-seven: Who sendeth forth his speech to the earth: his word runneth swiftly. And Isaiah saith: Behold the word of the Lord is become unto them a malediction, and they would not have it.

For, if you wish to hear our John crying out with prophetic mouth, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him, and without him was made nothing." And again, the Son of equal kind renders testimony to the Father and bears witness to the beginnings of His own nativity, saying through Solomon: "I came out of the mouth of the most High, the firstborn before all creatures. I made that in the heavens there should arise light unfailing. I dwelt in the highest places, and my throne is in a pillar of a cloud." You see therefore, Simon, when your fathers went out of Egypt, that it was Christ who preceded them in a pillar of a cloud. Likewise there in the Proverbs of the same: "The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his ways, before he made any thing from the beginning, in his works, before he made the earth and before he established the depths, before the hills I was brought forth. When he prepared the heavens, I was present: when with a certain law and compass he enclosed the depths: when he established the sky above, and poised the fountains of waters: when he compassed the sea with its bounds, and set a law to the waters that they should not pass their limits: when he balanced the foundations of the earth; I was with him forming all things: and was delighted every day, playing before him at all times; playing in the world: and my delights were to be with the children of men."

Simon the Jew said: He could have said this about Wisdom.

Theophilus the Christian said: You err, O Jew, and your mind is covered with a veil of ignorance. Not without reason did the most holy Moses veil his face with a covering of a veil, which veil covers your hearts. Approach therefore to the Lord and believe Christ to be God and the Son of God, and the covering of ignorance shall be taken away from your senses. You think it is a saying about wisdom; you know not that Christ is Himself the power of God and the wisdom of God.

So much so that your kings, who reigned by succession, could not receive wisdom and power, except through the name of Christ. 8-13 cf. II Cor. 3, 13-18. Isai. 6, 9-10 9-11 cf. Exod. 34, 33-35 13-14 cf. I Cor. 1, 24 Authors: 14—13, 9 cf. Tert. Adv. Jud. c. 8, c. 11 p. 732 Therefore since—p. 733 from that time to cease, c. 13 p. 734 But if now—p. 735 about to proceed 1 before] before he prepared the heavens I was with him and BV, with him I adhered (!) and C, heaven from earth I was together with him disposing and R 2 he might separate] dis- cern R 3 I was—disposing BV, in this place om. R but cf. lin. 1 and 4, I was setting all things in order C 4 I—to whom] I was with him disposing I was to whom R 5 I rejoiced] I rejoiced with (sic) B in] before R the world RO, the blessed Bi, the world from the city B2, to the world V 7 can—to have said CV, can this be said for his wisdom (ctu ess in erasure) B, for his wisdom (from his inc. cod. R fol. 103 J) to have said this I think R 8 and B, and as R, and as if CV a veil B, a covering of a veil R, a veil C, a veil V 11 and—God] om. V 12 and of God ROV, of God B and it shall be taken away] that it may be opened R the covering] the covering R 13 of wisdom] of the wise R you think you are ignorant BC, thinking you are ignorant R, you think being ignorant V 14 is himself B, himself is BCV power] the Son R from i (in alt. of God) inc. cod. R fol. 105 2 so much BlBCV, that add B2 15 succession] by succession R 16 they were called B, om. CV, it was called R they were called. For this matter I will give Daniel as an authority, saying: "The vision and the prophet shall be sealed up, everlasting justice shall be brought in, and the holy of holies shall be anointed. And thou shalt know and understand from the going forth of the word to build up Jerusalem again, unto Christ the ruler." From God coming Christ of Christs and Lord of lords and King of your kings the anointing of Samaria has failed and that horn, with which your kings were anointed, and all the prophets have fallen silent, because he of whom they spoke has come, as Isaias says: "I am, that spoke, and I am come, that I may evangelize." Therefore, as we have said, he himself is Christ of Christs and Lord of lords. I will give Isaias as an authority, saying: "The Lord saith to my anointed the Lord, whose right hand I have taken hold of, that 1 Dan. 9, 24-25 6 Lord—of kings] cf. I Tim. 6, 15. Apoc. 17, 14. 19, 16 7 the anointing... has failed] cf. Dan. 9, 26 10 Isai. 52, 6 12 Isai. 45, 1-3 -Authors: 6 Lord—of kings] cf. Tract. Orig. XIII p. 148, 15 11 as we have said] cf. A. 13, 6 12-14, 10 cf. Tert. Adv. Jud. c. 7 1 Daniel as an authority] d. a. C 2 the prophet BC, prophecy RV everlasting justice] of everlasting justice B 3 shall be anointed B, shall anoint CV, shall anoint R and thou shalt know and understand (understand V) CV, and Isaias says: and he shall understand B, and Isaias says. You understand R 4 in answering (dp R) RV, and i. r. C, to answer B building up I have written, building BR, I shall build CV 5 the ruler—Christ B, om. CV, the ruler from God coming Christ R 6 of Christs].... ronum R, cf. lin. 11 and Lord of lords I have written, and Lord of lords R, om. BCV, cf. lin. 11 King I have written, King the codices 7 has failed (cit in R perhaps by a second hand) RBa, shall fail Bl0V and (and om. Bx) that horn from which B, and c.

And from whom, and (and to have been cut off he saw.) of that one from whom, of that thing then from the right side begins the codex folio 98 they were anointed, they were anointed and they were speaking: omits. He says: omits. I might evangelize, I might evangelize to you, I might baptize. He Himself is, He Himself, I am. And: omits. The author saying: and Isaiah says. He says, these he says, thus he says. The Lord—to my Lord: The Lord to my Lord. Whose, to whom. I have held: he held. That—the Gentiles: that I may subject before Him the Gentiles, and the Gentiles may hear Him: I will break the strength of kings, I will open before Him the brazen gates, and the cities shall not be shut, and I will open the brazen gates and I will break the iron bars and I will give thee hidden treasures. To whom therefore did the Father hold the right hand except to Christ His Son, whom also all the Gentiles have heard, as in the psalm He says: "For I am always with thee: thou hast held me by my right hand?" Or what city is shut to Him? And to whom all the brazen gates lie open, that is, the hearts of each one unlocked by faith in Christ, who by His teaching has unlocked the hearts and inner feelings of each one? Or perhaps concerning His nativity also wilt thou dare to dispute, when the same prophet says: "And the word of the Lord came to Achaz, saying: Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God, either unto the depth of hell, or unto the height above. And Achaz said: I will not ask, and I will not tempt the Lord. And he said: Hear ye therefore, O house of David: Is it a small thing for you to be grievous to men, that you are grievous to my God also? Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign. Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel."

For there shall be a conflict with men, and therefore shall you offer conflict with God? For the Lord shall give you a sign: Behold a virgin shall conceive in the womb, and shall bear a son, and you shall call his name Emmanuel, which is interpreted, God with us.

Simon the Jew said: I believe the prophets, and moreover I accept Isaias as most approved. But I think he spoke concerning another virgin. For when Salmanasar, king of the Assyrians, had sent his general to Jerusalem to reproach the living God, then Isaias prophesied against Salmanasar the king, saying: The virgin daughter of Sion hath despised thee and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath wagged her head against thee. When the angel smote a hundred and eighty thousand from the camps of the Assyrians, in this was 'God with us.'

Theophilus the Christian said: Thou art mistaken, O Jew, nor dost thou yet remove thine unbelief. If therefore thou sayest the daughter of Sion is a virgin, what son did she bear? Or who ate butter and honey? Or what infant was there who, before he knew father or mother, took the power of Damascus and the spoils of Samaria? Or what son of the seed of David had she? For Isaias saith: Behold a virgin shall conceive in the womb, and shall bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel. He shall eat butter and honey; and, before the child know to call father or mother, he shall take the power of Damascus and the spoils of Samaria against the king of the Assyrians.

Simon the Jew said: Explain therefore to me how these things are, that I may be able to believe; what honey or butter is understood, or what spoils of Samaria Christ took.

Theophilus the Christian said: If thou wouldst remove unbelief, thou wouldst hear the truth, lest perhaps that be fulfilled in thee which is written in the psalm: As the deaf asp that stoppeth her ears, which will not hear the voice of the charmers.

And Isaiah also cries out boldly against your unbelief, saying: "And the words of this book shall be as the words of a book that is sealed: which when they shall deliver to one that is learned, they shall say: Read this: and he shall answer: I cannot, for it is sealed." Or if the book be given to one that knoweth not letters, and it be said: Read: and he shall answer: I know not letters.

First indeed, Christ, according to His nativity, ate butter and honey like all infants; this we believe and thus we keep our faith, and that on the eighth day He was circumcised. Now butter is understood as the anointing of the Spirit; and honey is the sweetness of His doctrine, which we attain and thus obtain faith. Moreover, He took the spoils of Samaria in this manner: when He was an infant, He received gifts from the Magi—gold, frankincense, and myrrh—and afterwards, when He was grown and was teaching and showing forth all the truth of God, Samaria and Damascus, leaving their idols, believed rightly, forsaking the Assyrian, that is, the devil.

Simon the Jew said: Well indeed in all things you lay open the mysteries to my questions. But since you have proven that Christ is God, the Son of God, brought forth from the mouth of God, begotten by the Word and born of a virgin, how then do you assert that He was born of the seed of David in the city of Bethlehem?

The Christian Theophilus said: I will present the prophet Isaiah as an authority, saying: "There shall come forth a rod out of the root of Jesse, and a flower shall rise up out of his root. And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him." For the rod was the Virgin Mary, who proceeded from the seed of David, from whom Christ, the flower of the patriarchs according to the flesh, is born. For God, who in the Book of Numbers made a sign so that an ass might speak, willed to make a far greater sign, that Christ should be born of a virgin. Or what contention would there be between you and me, unless a virgin gave birth?

Simon the Jew said: I believe a virgin, as you say, conceived by the Spirit. The question is whether a virgin could give birth.

The Christian Theophilus said: O unbeliever, God could cleave a rock and bring forth water in abundance; how much more could God command that a virgin bring forth offspring! And I bring forth for you yet another testimony, if you would believe it, from Baruch the son of Neriah, who prophesied in Babylon.

Simon the Jew said: Do you therefore consider me so faithless, that I would not accept Baruch, the disciple of Jeremiah, who was sent by Jeremiah so many times to address the people, and whose prophecy Jeremiah ordered Baruch to write down? And because Jeremiah knew that he would prophesy, indeed after Jeremiah he was set over the people in captivity and prophesied, but he makes no mention of Christ. Theophilus the Christian said: How then, near the end of his book, did he prophesy concerning His birth, and the nature of His garment, and His passion, and His resurrection, saying: This is my anointed, my chosen, born of the undefiled womb and said to have suffered? For also His tunic woven from above, and all these things, Simon, if you will believe thus, when you come to the fullness of our Gospels, you will recognize them fulfilled. But that He was born in Bethlehem, hear Micah the prophet of God saying: "And thou Bethlehem Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come forth the captain that shall rule my people Israel. And his going forth is from the beginning, from the days of eternity."

Simon the Jew said: We read many things indeed, but we do not understand them in that way. Therefore, I wish to learn in this manner, point by point, the proven testimonies of truth concerning each matter I ask you about. Moreover, because God commanded circumcision to be observed, which He first handed down to the patriarch Abraham, and you professed above that Christ had this circumcision, how then do you persuade me to believe, you who forbid circumcision?

Theophilus the Christian said: We forbid the circumcision of the flesh, but we gladly hold that the circumcised should believe. For we believe that Abraham, before he was circumcised, became a friend of God through faith and obtained righteousness through faith, not through circumcision. For thus He says: "Because I have appointed thee a father of many nations before God, to whom thou hast believed." Therefore it says: "Abraham believed God, and it was reputed to him unto justice." For he heard before he was circumcised, and afterwards he received circumcision, showing that two peoples would come to the faith of Christ, one from circumcision and one from the foreskin. For if Christ had not been circumcised, how would you believe me today, or the prophets, that He came from the seed of David? For circumcision is a sign of lineage, not of salvation.

Simon the Jew said: How then, when the son of Moses was in the foreskin, did the angel seek to kill him, unless Zipporah, his mother, taking a stone, had circumcised the boy, and, as the blood threatened, she prayed saying: "Let the blood of the circumcision of the boy stop"?

Theophilus the Christian said: You speak against yourself, O Jew. For I also showed you above how Moses was a type of Christ and all things whatsoever he did ran ahead as an image of Christ. For Zipporah, the woman who circumcised the boy, is understood as the synagogue. But that which she says: "Let the blood of the circumcision of the boy stop," this is, that with Christ's coming, the circumcision of boys ceased. So much so that God said to Moses thus: "Thou shalt build me an altar of stones not circumcised, and iron."

"Thou shalt not lift up iron upon them," which is to say that Christ, when He came, was to build the Church from the uncircumcised people. Simon the Jew said: Prove to me that Christ circumcised no one. Theophilus the Christian said: Believe, and He Himself will prove it to you, when you begin to unfold the fullness of the Gospels. There you will find Matthew the Apostle of the publicans and Zacchaeus the chief of the publicans, and you will find many uncircumcised who believed together with the Jews. For just as the sacrifices and victims of bulls and goats and rams and lambs, when commanded, were offered, and when forbidden, were taken away, and the lesser people, that is ours, was preferred to the greater people, and the New Testament was set before the Old, so also God has commanded that circumcision be celebrated now not of the flesh but of the heart. For God says to Rebecca in Genesis: "Two nations are in thy womb, and two peoples shall be divided out of thy womb, and one people shall overcome the other, and the elder shall serve the younger." And in Deuteronomy He says: "Thou shalt be the head of the Gentiles, and the unbelieving people shall be the tail."

R, the tail of R, the tail BCV and Jacob blessing Ephraim and Manasseh, changing his hands, placing the right upon the younger, showed the change of the creature. Moreover, concerning the new testament, Isaiah says thus: "Behold I do new things, which now spring forth, and I will make rivers in the desert," that is, the Gospels in the Church. And Jeremiah says: "Behold the days shall come, saith the Lord, and I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Juda: not according to the covenant which I made with their fathers, in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt." Hear now concerning circumcision! The lawgiver Moses says: "In the last days the Lord thy God will circumcise thy heart, and the heart of thy seed, that thou mayst love the Lord thy God." And Jeremiah says: "O ye men of Juda, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, renew a newness among you, and sow not among thorns. Be circumcised to the Lord your God, and take away the foreskins of your hearts, lest my indignation break forth, and burn, and there be none that can quench it."

God said to Joshua the son of Nun: "Make thee sharp knives of stone, and sit down and circumcise the children of Israel a second time." Was there not iron then? But God was speaking to Jesus Christ our Lord, that through His apostle He might circumcise hearts spiritually. Indeed, our apostle was called Simon and afterwards received the name of Peter. Simon the Jew said: "You have indeed shown me a clear proof through the Scriptures. But what can the circumcision of the heart be? Or what foreskin is to be cut away from the heart?" Theophilus the Christian said: "Every concupiscence of lust is conceived from the heart."

Therefore, the circumcision of the New Testament is such as God Christ, the Son of God, has shown, that we should circumcise from ourselves lust, avarice, malice, covetousness, thefts, frauds, fornication, and everything that you do not wish to be done to you, do not do to another. This is the circumcision of Christians, which also the first saints had, namely Enoch, Noah, Job, Melchisedech, who had not the circumcision of the flesh but of the heart. For God could have formed Adam circumcised, if He had wished.

Simon the Jew said: I am vehemently agitated in thought that Christ could have endured such a cursed and scornful passion, if indeed it is true, as you say, that He was fastened by our fathers to the gibbet of the cross. We know plainly that Aman, accursed by our fathers for his own desert, was crucified, who had sought our race for destruction, at whose death each year we rejoice and celebrate the solemn rites of vows, as we have received it handed down from our fathers. And Absalom, who was a parricide against his father for slaughter, we read that he hung on a tree. But if Christ endured this gibbet of death and hung on the cross, why have we not received this very thing from our fathers? Nor do we find in our scriptures that He suffered, so that, if He were an enemy to our nation, we would rejoice? You will be able to blush, Theophilus, if you do not at all prove this saying. For it is written in Deuteronomy: "Cursed is every one, that hangeth on a tree."

Theophilus the Christian said: First, receive the reason of this saying, recall the reading of Deuteronomy above. Concerning whom was it said? For thus Moses says: "If a man have committed a crime for which he is to be punished with death, and he be executed, and thou hang him on a gibbet: his body shall not remain upon the tree, but thou shalt bury him the same day: for he is accursed of God that hangeth on a tree." But this He said for a sinner, who has committed a mortal sin. But Christ had no sin, as all the prophets testify. But it was necessary for Him to suffer, that the scriptures might be fulfilled. For He says,

if you have proven the affection in this very thing. For it is written thus in Deuteronomy: "Every man that hangeth on a tree is accursed." First, therefore, of this very thing, recall what is written in Deuteronomy: "If a man have committed a crime for which he is to be punished with death, and being condemned to die he hangeth on a tree: his body shall not remain upon the tree, but shall be buried the same day: for he is accursed of God that hangeth on a tree." And you shall not defile the land which the Lord thy God shall give thee in possession. And who is this sinner, or rather these sinners, upon whom the curse was pronounced? For the Scripture had to be fulfilled, as Isaiah says: "Because he hath done no sin, neither was there deceit in his mouth. But the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." For we have also shown elsewhere that the prophet said: "Behold the word of the Lord is become unto them a reproach, and they will not receive it." And again he says: "And he was reputed with the wicked." Hear also Jeremiah speaking in the Lamentation of Jerusalem: "The breath of our mouth, Christ the Lord, is taken in our sins: to whom we said: Under thy shadow we shall live among the Gentiles." Moreover we know that the most holy David, full of days, rested in peace and did not endure any suffering of death or of the cross. Hear therefore Christ speaking in Psalm 21: "They have dug my hands and feet. They have numbered all my bones. And they have looked and stared upon me. They parted my garments amongst them; and upon my vesture they cast lots. But thou, O Lord,"

But thou, O Lord, remove not thy help to a distance from me; look towards my defence. Deliver my soul from the sword: my only one from the hand of the dog. Save me from the lion's mouth; and my lowness from the horns of the unicorns. I will declare thy name to my brethren: in the midst of the church will I praise thee. Likewise in Isaiah: I have spread forth my hands all the day to an unbelieving people, who walk in a way that is not good after their own thoughts. Likewise in Jeremiah: Come, and let us put wood into his bread, and cut him off from the land of the living. Likewise in Deuteronomy: And thy life shall be as it were hanging before thee. Thou shalt fear night and day, neither shalt thou trust thy life. Likewise in Psalm 118: Pierce thou my flesh with thy fear. Likewise in Psalm 140: Let my prayer be directed as incense in thy sight; the lifting up of my hands, as evening sacrifice. Likewise in Zachariah: And they shall look upon me, whom they have pierced. Likewise in Psalm 87: I have cried to thee, O Lord, all the day; I have stretched out my hands to thee. Likewise in Numbers: Now God is hanged as a man, and as the son of man he suffers threats. And in the Canticle of Canticles, it is said in the person of the Church: My beloved is white and ruddy, chosen out of thousands, and pierced by a lance from the soldiers. What does the whiteness signify, if not the faith of the people? The ruddy, however, signifies the Passion. For to this end he came in his first advent, that he might display every humility and deformity even unto the death of the cross. Hear, finally, in Psalm 21: But I am a worm, and no man: the reproach of men, and the outcast of the people. All they that saw me have laughed me to scorn: they have spoken with the lips, and wagged the head.

Likewise there: "My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue hath cleaved to my jaws: and thou hast brought me down into the dust of death." Likewise in Psalm 68: "It shall please God better than a young calf, that bringeth forth horns and hoofs." What sayest thou, O Jew? Was David horned? Come now, understand that cluster in Numbers, which they that carried it upon a staff brought from the land of promise, which was indeed a figure of Christ hanging upon the tree, coming from the land of promise, that is, from Mary, who was of earthly lineage. Moreover, they that carried the staff upon their shoulders showed the figure of two peoples: one the former, namely yours, turning their back to Christ, but the other the latter, looking upon the cluster; namely, our people is understood. Simon the Jew said: What wilt thou say of the pomegranate, which was brought to Moses with the same cluster?

The Christian Theophilus said: Most rightly did the pomegranates follow the cluster. For it was a figure of the Church, having within itself a people marked with the red blood of Christ.

The Jew Simon said: What will you say concerning the fig trees, or with what arguments in your treatises will you prove that the fig is not a sin, since, when the first-formed Adam in his transgression covered his shame with fig leaves, which was the itching and bitterness of sin?

The Christian Theophilus said: You understand these things according to the flesh, O Jew. For the fig tree and the covering of leaves is understood as a figure of the old man. For if you wish to consider the spiritual man, that is, the inner man, you will find that the fruit from the fig trees brought to Moses from the land of promise signifies the spiritual life; just as to Hezekiah, king of Judah, after the increase of his life, as a most potent medicine, he received a lump of figs for the health of his flesh. For it had sufficed for God to say: I have added unto thy days fifteen years. He adds, saying: Take thee a lump of figs and lay it upon the ulcer, and he shall be healed, so that, namely, with the force of lust broken, you may receive health.

Let us now return to the humility of Christ's first advent, concerning which we were speaking. Hear the prophet Isaiah: "Lord, who hath believed our hearing? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?" We have announced concerning him: "As a little child, there is no beauty in him nor comeliness. And we have seen him, and he had no sightliness nor beauty: a man set in a plague and knowing how to bear infirmity. For his face was turned away, he was despised and not esteemed. He hath borne our sins and is in pains for us." But he himself, "was offered because it was his own will, and he opened not his mouth. He shall be led as a sheep to the slaughter, and shall be dumb as a lamb before his shearer, and he shall not open his mouth. In humility his judgment was taken away. And who shall declare his generation? because his life is taken from the earth, for the wickedness of my people have I struck him. And he shall give the ungodly for his burial, and the rich for his death: because he hath done no iniquity, neither was there deceit in his mouth. But the Lord was pleased to bruise him in infirmity: he hath delivered him for our sins, and he was reputed with the wicked." Likewise, there he testifies concerning the humility of his first advent, saying: "I have given my body to the strikers, and my cheeks to them that plucked them: I have not turned away my face from them that rebuked me, and spit upon me. The Lord God is my helper." And Jeremiah says: "I was as a meek lamb that is carried to be a victim: and I knew not." Concerning which lamb, Moses in Egypt celebrated the Passover in the figure of Christ.

Orig. IX 1 a victim C, a victim B1R, a slaughter Y 2 shearing CV, shearing R, threshing B1 mute BB, om. V, without voice C 3 from taken up begins cod. B fol. 1182 nativity BV, nativity R, generation C 4 moreover] om. C he shall declare BV, he declared RC he is taken up BC, he shall be taken up RV 5 by BV, because by R, for C the crimes of my people B, the sins of my people C, the malice of my people V, the malicious of my people R led BV, led RC into] to C 6 and first] and not B I will give the wicked] I gave V for his burial BC, om. RV and second (om. y-7 his] om. B 7 because BV, who C, because he is taken up from the earth... his life and R is] om. V 8 but] om. R he delivered B, he willed to deliver RCV 9 and BV, om. C and as it seems R he was reputed] reputed V there] om. R 10 his] om. C from violence begins cod. R fol. 124 2 12 moreover B, om. RCV he opened R by the foulness of spittle V, by the foulness of sp. R, by the faithfulness of sp. JB1, by the confusion of sp. B2, by the confusion of spittings C and-13 my] the Lord is my helper thus.R 13 and the Lord says BV, om. R, and the Lord said C I] I moreover R 14 you R I knew not] they knew not R what] what indeed V 15 Moses R on high] with V Egypt R the Passover R he celebrated] he was celebrating R XXXXV part 1. The Dispute of Simon and Theophilus 3 in the liberation of the people. Nor could the people have been liberated otherwise from the house of bondage or from the oppression of Pharaoh, unless the lamb was slain and the Passover was celebrated and the thresholds of the house were signed with its blood, so that, when that destroying angel came, seeing the sign of the blood, those who were in the houses might be saved. Which sacrament, foretold before, is fulfilled in the advent of Christ. For for this reason in His first advent Christ was slain, that He might free us from the power of the devil and from the worship of idols. Moreover, He is called a yearling, because, after He was dipped in the Jordan, He preached for a year and thus suffered, and we are marked on the forehead with His blood, so that in the second advent, when the devastation of this world comes, we may be able to be saved. I will give the prophet Ezekiel as the author of this matter, who himself signifies the two advents of Christ, saying: "Go through the midst of Jerusalem, and mark a sign upon the foreheads of the men that mourn and lament for all the abominations that are done in the midst thereof."

And again he signifies the second advent, the devastation of those not marked, saying: "Go into the city and spare not the old man nor the young, and slay the women and little ones with the sword, that they may be destroyed; but whomsoever you shall find with the sign, touch them not, and begin from my holy ones." This sign also Rahab the harlot, who was in the figure of the Church, hung scarlet and cord in the window, so that, when Jesus came to overthrow Jericho, seeing the sign of scarlet, Rahab and those who were in her house might be saved. So also in the advent of Christ, when Christ the Son of God shall come to burn this world with fire, the Church and those who shall be found signed on the forehead in her shall be saved; as Hosea, who was a type of Christ, is commanded to take a wife of fornications, that is the Church, whom Christ took from the fornication of idols: the Lord said this: "Take unto thee a wife of fornications"; that is, he took her from the fornication of idols, because the beginning of fornication is the service of idols. Simon the Jew said: Therefore is the Church a fornicatress? Theophilus the Christian said: For what does fornicatress signify but subject to all comers? So also the Church denies to none of all who come to her the gain of faith. For, the synagogue being repudiated, Christ took unto himself the Church.

Hear, indeed, Jeremiah saying: "I put away your mother, and I gave her a bill of divorce: I gave it to your mother, because I put her away." And another prophet says: "Judge your mother, judge her: because she is not my wife." For this is Christ, the just Son of God, concerning whom Solomon also prophesied in the person of the Jews, saying: "Let us, therefore, lie in wait for the just, because he is not for our turn, and he is contrary to our doings, and upbraideth us with transgressions of the law, and divulgeth against us the sins of our way of life. He promiseth us the knowledge of God, and he calleth himself the Son of God. He is become a censurer of our thoughts. He is grievous unto us, even to behold, for his life is not like other men's, and his ways are very different. We are esteemed by him as triflers, and he abstaineth from our ways as from filthiness, and he preferreth the latter end of the just, and glorieth that he hath God for his father. Let us see, then, if his words be true, and let us prove what shall happen to him, and we shall know what his end shall be. For if he be the true Son of God, he will defend him, and will deliver him from the hands of his enemies. Let us examine him by outrages and tortures, that we may know his meekness, and try his patience. Let us condemn him to a most shameful death: for there shall be respect had unto him by his words." These things they thought, and were deceived: for their own malice blinded them, and they knew not the mysteries of God. And Moses in Deuteronomy says: "The innocent and just person thou shalt not put to death." That He rose again from the dead, the Scriptures testify. We find in Psalm XV: "Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; nor wilt thou give thy holy one to see corruption. Thou hast made known to me the ways of life, thou shalt fill me with joy with thy countenance."

of that man, his end shall be peace." And let us test him, for if he is the true Son of God, He will deliver him from the hands of his adversaries. And they erred, for their heart was blinded, and they did not understand the mysteries.

For the Scripture testifies in Deuteronomy: "And when there shall be found in a city a man slain, and it is not known who is guilty of the murder, the ancients of that city shall take a heifer, and shall lead it into a rough and stony valley, that never was ploughed, nor sown, and they shall strike off the head of the heifer, and the ancients of that city shall wash their hands over the heifer, and shall say: Our hands did not shed this blood, nor did our eyes see it. Be merciful to thy people Israel, and say not: Innocent blood is in the midst of thy people Israel. And the guilt of blood shall be taken from them. Thou shalt take away the guilt of innocent blood out of the midst of thee, when thou shalt do that which is pleasing in the sight of the Lord."

Likewise we find in Psalm XV: "Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; nor wilt thou give thy holy one to see corruption. Thou hast made known to me the ways of life, thou shalt fill me with joy with thy countenance." Also in Psalm XXVIIII: "O Lord, thou hast brought out my soul from hell." Also in Psalm III he says: "I have slept and have taken my rest: and I have risen up, because the Lord hath protected me." And the prophet Osee testifies that he rose from the dead on the third day, saying: "He will revive us after two days: on the third day he will raise us up." Also to Moses the Lord says in Exodus: "Go down and testify to the people, and sanctify them today, and tomorrow, and let them wash their garments, and be ready against the third day. For on the third day the Lord will come down in the sight of all the people, upon mount Sinai." And Jonas, when he was sent to preach to the Ninevites, showed a type of Christ, that after three days he would come forth from the belly of the whale, which was a figure of hell. And Isaias says: "Now will I rise up, saith the Lord: now will I be exalted, now will I lift up myself."

For the letter V indeed appears in some manuscripts, but in others C appears.

Jonah was a type, that is, he was sent to preach to the Ninevites.

That which for three days was in the belly of the whale, which hell could not hold, says: "I will rise."

The Lord says: "Now I shall be glorified, now you shall see, now you shall be confounded. Vain shall be the strength of your hope, fire shall consume you."

And in Psalm 77 he says: "And the Lord rose up as one out of sleep, and like a mighty man that hath been surfeited with wine."

The wine he speaks of is shown to be his Passion. For in his Passion, from the sixth hour until the ninth hour, there was darkness; night closed in upon the day, as the prophet Amos says: "The sun shall go down at midday, and the day of light shall be darkened; and I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation."

And Jeremiah says: "She that hath borne seven is become weak, her soul hath fainted away; her sun is gone down while it was yet day; she is confounded and ashamed; and the residue of them I will give up to the sword in the sight of their enemies."

But that after the resurrection he ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father, all the Scriptures testify, saying in Psalm 67: "Make a way for him who ascendeth upon the west: the Lord is his name."

They shall be troubled at his presence, the father of orphans and judge of widows; likewise in Psalm 46: "God is ascended with jubilee, and the Lord with the sound of trumpet." Likewise in Psalm 18: "His going out is from the end of heaven, and his circuit even to the end thereof: and there is no one that can hide himself from his heat. The law of the Lord is unspotted, converting souls." Likewise in Psalm 17: "He bowed the heavens, and came down: and darkness was under his feet. And he ascended upon the cherubim, and he flew; he flew upon the wings of the winds. And he made darkness his covert, his pavilion round about him: dark waters in the clouds of the air. At the brightness that was before him the clouds passed, hail and coals of fire. And the Lord thundered from heaven, and the highest gave his voice. He sent from on high and took me: and he delivered me and snatched me."

And Isaiah says: "Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bosra, this beautiful one in his robe, walking in the greatness of his strength?" And from the person of Christ it is answered: "I speak justice and am a defender to save." Likewise in Psalm 23, as Christ ascended into heaven, it was said to the angelic gatekeepers: "Lift up your gates, O ye princes, and be ye lifted up, O eternal gates: and the King of Glory shall enter in." But they, who knew Christ was conceived in the Virgin by the word, marveling that he should ascend to heaven in such a manner and bearing the trophy of victory, ask, saying: "Who is this King of Glory?" To whom the answer is given: "The Lord of hosts, he is the King of Glory." Likewise in Psalm 109: "The Lord said to my Lord: Sit thou at my right hand: Until I make thy enemies thy footstool. The Lord will send forth the sceptre of thy power out of Sion: rule thou in the midst of thy enemies. With thee is the principality in the day of thy strength: in the brightness of the saints: from the womb before the day star I begot thee. The Lord hath sworn, and he will not repent: Thou art a priest for ever according to the order of Melchisedech."

And the Lord at thy right hand hath broken kings in the day of his wrath. He shall judge among nations, he shall fill ruins: he shall crush the heads in the land of many. He shall drink of the torrent in the way: therefore shall he lift up the head. And again in the same prophet: Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bosra, this beautiful one in his robe, walking in the greatness of his strength? I, that speak justice, and am a defender to save. Why then is thy apparel red, and thy garments like theirs that tread in the winepress? I have trodden the winepress alone, and of the Gentiles there is not a man with me: I have trampled on them in my indignation, and have trodden them down in my wrath, and their blood is sprinkled upon my garments, and I have stained all my apparel. For the day of vengeance is in my heart, the year of my redemption is come. I looked about, and there was none to help: I sought, and there was none to give aid: and my own arm hath saved for me, and my indignation itself hath helped me. And I have trodden down the people in my wrath, and have made them drunk in my indignation, and have brought down their strength to the earth. And in the psalm: The voice of the Lord divideth the flame of fire: the voice of the Lord shaketh the desert: and the Lord shall dwell in a flood. And the Lord shall sit king for ever. The Lord will give strength to his people: the Lord will bless his people with peace. And in the same psalm: The Lord hath said to my Lord: Sit thou at my right hand: Until I make thy enemies thy footstool. The Lord will send forth the sceptre of thy power out of Sion: rule thou in the midst of thy enemies. With thee is the principality in the day of thy strength: in the brightness of the saints: from the womb before the day star I begot thee. The Lord hath sworn, and he will not repent: Thou art a priest for ever according to the order of Melchisedech. The Lord at thy right hand hath broken kings in the day of his wrath. Hear now also the glory of his second coming from Daniel: I beheld in the night vision, and lo, one like the son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and he came even to the Ancient of days: and they presented him before him. And he gave him power, and glory, and a kingdom: and all peoples, tribes, and tongues shall serve him: his power is an everlasting power that shall not be taken away: and his kingdom that shall not be destroyed. And again in the ninety-second psalm: The Lord hath reigned, he is clothed with beauty: the Lord is clothed with strength, and hath girded himself. For he hath established the world which shall not be moved. Thy throne is prepared from of old: thou art from everlasting.

Then all the nations shall serve him. For the kingdom is the Lord's; and he shall have dominion over the nations. And in the forty-eighth psalm: "The Lord hath reigned, let the earth rejoice: let many islands be glad. Clouds and darkness are round about him: justice and judgment are the establishment of his throne. A fire shall go before him, and shall burn his enemies round about. His lightnings have shone forth to the world: the earth saw and trembled. The mountains melted like wax, at the presence of the Lord: at the presence of the Lord of all the earth. The heavens declared his justice: and all people saw his glory." And in the forty-fourth psalm he says: "Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O thou most mighty. With thy comeliness and thy beauty set out, proceed prosperously, and reign. Because of truth and meekness and justice." And in the ninety-fifth psalm he says: "Say ye among the nations, the Lord hath reigned from the wood." And in Isaiah: "A child is born to us, and a son is given to us, and the government is upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, God the Mighty, the Father of the world to come, the Prince of Peace." And if you wish to know the fullness of the Gospels, you will find in our John that Christ, going to his passion, carried the cross upon his shoulders, for which Isaiah says: "and the government is upon his shoulder." Also in the seventy-first psalm: "Give to the king thy judgment, O God: and to the king's son thy justice. To judge thy people with justice, and thy poor with judgment. Let the mountains receive peace for the people: and the hills justice. He shall judge the poor of the people, and he shall save the children of the poor: and he shall humble the oppressor. And he shall continue with the sun, and before the moon, throughout all generations."

Justice shall spring up in his days, and abundance of peace, till the moon be taken away. And he shall rule from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth. Before him the Ethiopians shall fall down, and his enemies shall lick the ground. And they shall adore him always; all the day shall they bless him. And there shall be a firmament on the earth in the tops of mountains, above Libanus shall the fruit thereof be exalted: and they of the city shall flourish like the grass of the earth. Let his name be blessed for evermore: his name continueth before the sun. And all the tribes of the earth shall be blessed in him, all nations shall magnify him.

Simon the Jew said: Indeed, you have shown me by manifest proof through my scriptures that all things were prefigured in Christ. And I truly would have wished to believe, had not the deliberation of this psalm called me back. For this psalm is spoken concerning Solomon; indeed its title convicts you, since it says: A psalm for Solomon.

Theophilus the Christian said: That envier, who deceived the first-formed man and has now deceived your people, through whose envy death came into the world, he assuredly has also seized the understanding of your heart, so that you do not perceive a matter that is manifest and placed in the light. For Solomon reigned within the confines of Judea for forty years.

He refutes Solomon. I have written, he refutes (he refutes B2, he would refute B1) him, as the psalm says concerning Solomon (Solomon B2, Solomon B1) B; let him refute him, as the psalm says concerning Solomon V; he refutes RC. 11 Now he deceived B1; now he deceives B2; he deceived CV; de ..... R; envy R. 12 of the lands] of the earth V. here—he seized om. R. and sense B; sense C; senses V. 13 he seized B; he seized beforehand CV. and] om. R. light R. errulus R; errolus C; errollus V; again (between 'positam' and 'rursus' an erasure) B. 14 within a certain B; om. CV; within a certain age (sic) R. of Judea Engelbrecht; om. R; Judea B; in Judea Or—he reigned, from Dan even to Beersheba, and afterwards he sinned, as it says in the third book of Kings: "And Solomon did that which was evil and walked not in the way of David his father; and he built a high place for Chamos, the idol of Moab, and for Moloch, the idol of the children of Ammon, and for Astaroth the idol of the Sidonians; and the Lord raised up an adversary to Solomon, Adad the Edomite." But the kingdom of Christ is extended beyond unknown wildernesses. For of whom does God say through the prophet: "And he shall continue with the sun, and before the moon, throughout all generations. And he shall rule from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth"? Does it say this of Solomon, whose kingdom and years I have shown you above? But Christ reigns always and everywhere. 2 III Kings 11, 8. 5. 6. 14 7 Ps. 71, 5. 8 11 ,above] cf. A. 45, 14-46, 1 1 from Dan CV; from Adam B; to the Jordan R. to BR; om. CV. Beersheba VB2; ersabee B1; Beersheba C; Beersheba R. and afterwards he sinned (after 'de' and 'li' an erasure in B; he forsook as seen. B1) BV; p. he forsook B; p. he sinned C. 2 of Kings V; of the Kingdoms BB; of Kings C. in the third book] of the third book C. it says] it is said V. evil] evil V. 3 of David his father (da II follows a letter partly erased, as seen. g Ii u.. B)] d. p. s. V. from 'et' alt. inc. cod. R fol. 1152. and he built BC; but he built V; and he will build R. 4 idol—of the Sidonians I have written; i. m. and Chamos tr. abominations of the Sidonians C; i. m. and Camus (Camus B1, Chamos B2) Tribiae a a. ut s. adeta from the river unto the ends of the earth (earth B1, earth [the third and fourth syllable are enclosed by dots] B2) B; i. m. and camp ..... niae a. s. R; a high place for Chamos, the idols of Moab, and for their king the idols of the children of Ammon and for Astaroth, the idols of the abomination of the Sidonians V. 5 he raised up] ..  (or...) tabit R. the Lord BR; God CV. an adversary BR; an adversary V; Satan C. to Solomon (Solomon B1)] in that same Solomon R. Adad the Edomite V; a ....... eum R; Adeliden i. C; to root him out B. 6 beyond—is extended B; within unknown (known R) wildernesses moreover is RC; in every extended is the orb of the lands V. 7 of whom (for 'enim' after 'whom' B1) God through the prophet and B; of whom for he says the prophet C; therefore of him the prophet records saying V; cf. 10, 7-8 Sun...] generations of generations B; age of age R; ages CV. 9 and he shall rule—of the earth (from the sea R, bounds for ends R) RCV; om. B; cf. 46, 4. 10 Does it? I have written; numq ... R; what B; not C V. kingdom end fol. 115 2, ends cod. R. 12 Christ—reigns BC; om. V.

Simon the Jew said: The devil, the enemy of my fathers, who was blinding the eyes of my heart, is departing, as I see, from my mind. For I have begun to desire to recognize the light of truth.

Theophilus the Christian said: Believe then, so that you, being enlightened on each point, may be able to go forth from your bonds, just as Isaiah says concerning Christ: "The spirit of the Lord is upon me; wherefore he hath anointed me, to preach the gospel to the poor he hath sent me, to heal the contrite of heart, to preach deliverance to the captives, and sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of reward." What else is understood by the house of the prison and men oppressed in bonds, except the men of this world, held by the blindness of ignorance and bound by the chains of the devil's sins? As it says in Genesis: "And darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the spirit of God moved over the waters. And God said: Be light made." For what is understood by the deep, if not the hearts of men, blinded by the darkness of ignorance? But with Christ, who is the light, coming, the darkness of ignorance departs.

Simon the Jew said: You have indeed revealed many hidden and unheard-of things to me. But there still remains in my soul a scruple of distrust, because you religiously observe all things, yet you neglect the Sabbath, which God commanded to be kept and observed. Moreover, you take food and wine in the manner of the Gentiles, although God specifically prescribed which animals and fish ought to be eaten and which are to be abhorred, and that their dead bodies are not to be touched. Unless this too is proven to me from the scriptures, I am in danger of believing.

Theophilus the Christian said: Already I have said to you above, that the devil envies you, because you are indeed the son of your fathers, who, supported by so many benefits and freed from Egypt—the sea stood around them in place of walls—, prepared in the desert with abundant feasts and satisfied with heavenly food, manna, having transgressed into forgetfulness, dared to demand profane gods to worship. Rightly does God through Jeremiah rebuke and reprove your race, saying: "If the Ethiopian can change his skin, or the leopard his spots: you also may do well, when you have learned evil." The sabbaths, namely, an imaginary rest of the seventh day, were handed down, first because Jesus the son of Nave, that he might overthrow Jericho, went around the walls by turns for seven days; bearing the weapons of war and carrying the ark of the covenant, and on the seventh day they went around seven times. It is a manifest truth, that they either began on the sabbath or, with the walls falling on the sabbath, they overthrew Jericho. There is also that which is in the Maccabees, that they recovered a very great victory from their enemies on the sabbath and on the sabbath they exacted vengeance of their adversaries with their swords. There is also that which rejects the human sabbath: God speaking through Isaiah: "Your new moons, and your sabbaths, and other festivity days my soul hateth: they are become troublesome to me, I am weary of bearing them."

CV 3 transgressed. Vr transgressed B, transgressed C they should honor CV, to honor B 4 rightly—saying BC, m. concerning you Jeremiah said V 5 shall change V, changed BC an Ethiopian B, an Ethiopian V, an Ethiopian C 6 be changed from evil doctrine B, taught evil C, taught evil V 8 son BC, om. V through BC, om. V days BC, in days V in turn B, alternately CV 9 waging war (waging Bl) and the ark (the ark as it seems Bl) B, w. and the ark C, w. the ark V 10 manifest BV, for m. C 11 because BC, om. V 12 they fought against CV, it tore away B there follows—15 they avenged (the Maccabees B, victory Bx, sabbaths before they avenged Bl) B, om. CV, cf. 50, 2 15 there follows also that B, a. V, there happened i. C may God repel B, d. r. C, d. repels V 16 Isaiah saying (Isaiah V) CV, saying Isaiah as it seems B1 your feast days BC, your feast day V XXXXV part 1. The Altercation of Simon and Theophilus 4 your sabbaths my soul hateth. you are become a burden to me, I will no longer forgive your sins. But that sabbath God desires, that you ought to rest from evil works, so that in the seventh thousandth year, which is understood as the sabbath of sabbaths, you may be found free from evil works. This shall be the tender sabbaths holy to God, in which God delights. But concerning foods which you doubt you ought to eat, you are forbidden to admit not swine's flesh, but swinish deeds. Likewise, wallowing in water mixed with mud you join your sister to you in marriage, you join blood with blood, you search the land with rapines, you make your feasts public, you pray in the streets. Behold how you sin! And you do not understand that it is written concerning you in Psalm XVI: They are filled with swine's flesh and they have left 4 in—year] cf. Apoc. 20 6-7 cf. Isa. 58, 13 9-10 your sister—you join] cf. Ezech. 22, 11 11 you pray in the streets] cf. Matt. 6, 5 13 Ps. 16, 14 1 your B, om. CV hateth BV, hated C you are become—2 a burden (burden C) BC, you have made weariness for me V 2 I will B, om. CV forgive your sins BV, spare your sins C that (that Bv) but BV, there happened that which (sic) concerning the Maccabees they fought back on the sabbath so that they avenged the vengeance of their adversaries with their swords on the sabbath. that but (cf. 49, 12-15) C 3 ought BC, om. V 4 evil so Harnack and I, evil and B, evil. unless C, evil so V in the seventh B, om. V, i. s. et C which—is understood B, om. C, q. s. s. is V 5 free—may be found BC, i. a. o. m. V 6 shall be (above e erasure) B2, e as it seems B1, is C, shall be V sabbaths B, om. CV tender holy B, holy tender C, holy to be kept V to God BC, om. V in which BV, in which things C 7 delights BC, may delight V foods BC, food V which V and as it seems B*, which B2C you doubt CV, you drive away (i alt. in erasure) B 8 swinish B, of swine CV 9 in—wallowing Engelbrecht, water mixed with mud you wallow B, for in water mixed with broad you wallow C, in water mixed with mud pleasure V your sister BiCV, with s. JB2 marriage I have written, joining B, wedlock C, concubine V 10 blood—you join B, b. to blood you incite CV 11 you search BV, you search C your feasts BV, your deeds C public BV, public C 12 is BC, om. V 13 XVI om.

Behold, from the swine, O sons of Beelzebub, you leave the remnants to your little ones, that is, you propagate your sin to your posterity. Moreover, you eat fish with scaly skin; but the other things, which you pretend to avoid, extracted by nets and mixed among a multitude of fish, thoroughly dried out through brine, you sweetly eat. Now show me from Scripture where you have received that the wine of Christians is prohibited, and you will be able to rightly overcome me. But I will show you where Jewish wine is prohibited and we are forbidden to eat your foods. Hear the prophet Isaiah saying: "Your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves, be clean!" Likewise in Psalm 13 it says: "Their feet are swift to shed blood. Destruction and misery are in their ways: and the way of peace they have not known." Behold what kind of feet! And with what hands you prepare the wine and the unleavened bread! And in Deuteronomy it says: "For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the suburbs of Gomorrha: their grapes are grapes of gall, and their clusters most bitter. Their wine is the gall of dragons," and the incurable fury of asps. "Are not these things stored up with me, and sealed up in my treasures?" Overcome by so many and such great testimonies, Simon, even if you are unable to believe, you contradict your own salvation. Read, namely, Daniel and you will find Nebuchadnezzar saying: "Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? Behold I see four men loose, and the form of the fourth is like the son of God." What do you say, O Jew? Nebuchadnezzar, a barbarian, recognized the Son of God, whom you are slow to find. And see, lest the reproach of the prophet Habakkuk be fulfilled in you, saying: "Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which you will not believe, if any man shall tell it you."

Simon the Jew said: O bearer of salvation, Theophilus, good physician of the sick, I can no longer delay. Command me to be catechized and to be consecrated by the sign of faith in Jesus Christ. For I believe that through the imposition of hands I shall receive the washing away of my offenses.

Theophilus the Christian said: Nay, a blessing! Thus Isaac blessed Jacob, and through the imposition of hands he received the blessing, that the greater might come from the lesser. Thus also Ephraim and Manasseh were increased through the imposition of hands.

Then Theophilus anointed Simon the Jew. And having obtained faith, Simon began to give thanks, saying: I give thanks to Thee, O Jesus, whom I have never seen face to face, but now I believe in Thee. I give thanks to Thee, O Jesus, whom I have never heard, but now I hear. I call upon Thee, O Jesus, whose understanding I did not have before, but now I desire my understanding to be in Thee, through whom Thy disciple Theophilus has known. Lord Jesus, if I am worthy of faith, and to...

I have anointed (cf. 4, 15. 47, 6) I wrote, B has anointed, V has dipped, C has baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, C has attained, BC have attained, V has is attained. 8 to act B e, to act for God V, I give thanks to thee BC, I give thanks to thee V. Jesus B lr, Lord God Jesus Christ C. 9 never B, not CV, face to face BC, face to face V, thee BC, thee in spirit and with all my mind V. 10 to thee B, I give thanks to thee C, I give thanks to thee V. Jesus BV, Lord God Jesus Christ C. never B, never C, not V. I hear B, I hear thee C, heard Y. 11 thee Jesus B, Jesus V, thee Lord God Jesus Christ C. before B, before CV. 12 he knew B l, I knew CV. 13 Lord Jesus B, Lord Jesus Christ Y, God Jesus Christ C. faith-knowledge B, indeed I am worthy of thy calling (convocation V) CV. Confirm me in thy knowledge. For thou dost show the way to those who err and recall the lost and raise the dead and confirm the unfaithful by thy faith and enlighten the eyes of the heart of the blind. Thou art the holy tabernacle thyself, who wast with our fathers in the desert, thou art the candlestick of light, thou art the altar and the bread of proposition, thou art the altar, thou art the voluntary victim; thou art, Lord, the life and the pearl, the crystal, the yoke, the plough. I pray, Lord, remember not my ignorance and unbelief. For thou art the bestower of hidden benefits, who hast vouchsafed to give me all things. To thee be honour, power, praise, glory here and in all immortal ages of ages. Amen. 4-5 cf. A. 11, 12. 6 victim] cf. Eph. 5, 2. Heb. 9, 26 etc. 7 life] cf. John 14, 6. Phil. 1, 21. pearl,] cf. Matt. 13, 45-46. yoke, plough] cf. Ps. 2, 3. Matt. 11, 29. John 15, 1 (6 NARaP JJIOO 6 jEWpjÓÇ) Authors: 1-3 cf. A. 12, 8—13. 47, 2-3. 6-7 bread ...victim ... life and pearl ... plough: cf. [Orientius] De epithetis saluatoris p. 244, 4. 5. 7. 8. Explan. nom. dom. 248, 117. 124. 249, 128. 140. 141. 7 pearl... plough: cf. [Phoeb.] Tract. d. f. c. 6 p. 42 C-43 A. 1 confirm B l C V, to come c. B 2. For thou B, for indeed CV. 2 and second and third BC, omitted V. 3 faith BC, in f. V. confirmest B, configures CV. the blind the eyes of the heart BV, the blind with the eyes of the heart C. 4 holy tabernacle B, omitted V, in the holy tabernacle C. 5 thou twice B, thou art twice CV. candlestick of light BC, light of candlesticks V. altar BV, altar C. 6 of proposition B, of propositions V, preposited C. altar (of the altar B l) thou B, art altar and CV. 7 Lord B, thyself CV. life and B, my life V, life C. crystal I wrote, crystal B C V. yoke plough C, silver yoke V, great plough B. I pray B V, I pray thee C. 8 ignorance (ae in erasure, as seems corrected from bus) and unbelief B, ignorance of infidelity C, my ignorance of unhappiness V. thou-hast vouchsafed (to me cod.) C, thou-to me hast vouchsafed to show all things V, thou (art after thou B 2) for indeed where all benefits are bestowed thou art who-hast vouchsafed B. 10 to thee-Amen (immortal omitted once) C V, to thee be honour and power and in all and in mortal (thus) in ages of ages Amen B. Here ends the altercation of Simon and Theophilus C.
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